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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

The war in Europe has brought the test to critical scholarship through- 
out the world, and, on the whole, scholarship has not withstood the strain. 
All historians know, when they are working among events of the past, 
that the superficial is rarely conclusive. They know that the function of 
diplomacy is to win advantage for its nation ; that, if the ambassador has 
ceased to be sent abroad to lie for his country, he has become truthful 
chiefly because under modern conditions falsehood has lost its effective- 
ness. They know also that documents published by a belligerent to 
justify its position are subject to grave suspicion on the score of com- 
pleteness, impartiality, and even authenticity. Why they should con- 
sider the collections of papers published at this time as indicative of more 
than the mental attitude of the belligerents publishing them is difficult 
to understand, since every historian in writing and seminary is continu- 
ously preaching the need of dispassionate detachment and suspicion. 

It is not the function of this Review to prophesy or even to comment 
upon current events as such. But the situation respecting historical 
scholarship calls for warning and rebuke. The daily papers abound in 
statements from scholars, of belligerent and neutral states, in which the 
rumor is argued upon as though it were established, and in which the 
demonstrably untrue is certified to without attempt at truth. Scholars 
are of course human, and as nationals they are likely to espouse the con- 
tention of their compatriots. There need be no censure of them for this. 
But when, from any side, they forget the difference between the scientific 
truths, established in the laboratory, and political convictions born in 
heat and tumult, they reveal the weakness of their scholarship and bring 
disgrace upon the world of letters. If there is today any place in which 
the world needs cold, hard truth, and refusal to be swayed from the 
proved fact, it is on the platform of the historian and in the columns of 
the critical journal. 

Our recent review of a belated volume of debates in the Nebraska con- 
stitutional convention suggests a field for investigation that few scholars 
have noticed. It has been stated by both Mr. Turner and Mr. Thorpe 
that the history of American political ideas can best be studied in the 
proceedings of the constitutional conventions. Almost without excep- 
tion these bodies have been filled with men weighty in their communities ; 
their deliberations have shown conscious efforts to study the workings of 



482 News and Comments M - v - H - E - 

institutions among their neighbors and to apply the results for the benefit 
of their own states. They occur for nearly every year of our national 
history and constitute a series of political inventories that cannot be 
equalled in any other country. Yet what is known about them beyond 
the generalization? Who has seen a satisfactory history of the making 
of any constitution? Who has measured the influence of any constitu- 
tion upon its contemporaries and immediate successors? Who knows 
whether any leaders of political thought have really led or have merely 
shown aptitude in sensing and following popular trends ? Who has ap- 
plied to them the tests of sectionalism and race ? Who has measured the 
influence of the frontier in shaping the constitutions of the Mississippi 
Valley, and the reactions of these constitutions upon the institutions of 
the Bast? 

There has been abundant generalization upon the significance of the 
West. What is now needed is detailed evidence and proof. 

The American Historical Association has announced the conditions for 
the award of the prize of two hundred dollars offered at the Charleston 
meeting for the best essay submitted in military history. In general the 
requirements are the same as for the Justin Winsor and Herbert Baxter 
Adams prizes, but there are certain points of difference. Essays must 
be turned in before September 1, 1915, and of course must deal with some 
phase of American military history. Further the association does not 
undertake to publish the successful essay, which remains the property of 
the author ; but it is stated that the committee has received offers respect- 
ing publication, and will communicate them to the winner of the prize. 
It is eminently fitting that the committee in charge of this attempt to 
arouse interest in a neglected field of American historical research is 
headed by the scholar who more than any other has made it his own, Cap- 
tain A. L. Conger of the Army Service Schools. 

The Writings on American History, 1912, compiled by Grace Gardner 
Griffin, is this year published by the Yale University Press, which has in 
every way maintained the standard of previous publishers. Miss Griffin's 
work shows that usual excellency to which she has accustomed us. 

From the Harvard University Press comes Selections from the Fed- 
eralist by W. B. Munro, which has been compiled for the purpose "of 
affording instruction both in the foundations of American government 
and in the principles of English composition. ' ' 

Virginia Militia in the Revolutionary War is the title of a volume ed- 
ited by J. T. McAllister and published at Hot Springs, Virginia. After 
a short introduction, the volume is divided as follows : ' ' Part i. Sum- 
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mary of the Services of the Militia Arranged by Counties. Part ii. 
Declarations of Virginia Militia Pensioners. Part iii. Militia Officers 
Appointed in Various Counties. Part iv. Pensioners Residing in Vir- 
ginia in 1835 who Received Pensions as Virginia Militiamen. Part v. 
Pensioners Residing Outside of Virginia in 1835 who Received Pensions 
as Virginia Militiamen." A useful index completes the volume. 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has issued a beautiful 
memorial volume to the late Reuben Gold Thwaites. It is composed of a 
noble appreciation of the man by his friend and fellow-worker, Frederick 
J. Turner, and a bibliography of the numerous works of Mr. Thwaites. 

The sixty-second annual meeting of the State Historical Society of 
"Wisconsin was held in Madison on October 22, 1914. Mr. Quaife, super- 
intendent of the society, submitted a report showing gratifying progress 
for the year. The library of the society, long the largest in Wisconsin, 
and one of the chief reference libraries in the country, numbers at the 
present time 375,321 titles. The chief event of the year was the finish- 
ing of the new book-stack wing, which completes the original architec- 
tural design of the building and greatly increases its capacity. The his- 
torical museum has been given additional room for its interesting collec- 
tions and among the new exhibits is numbered a pioneer drug store of 
Wisconsin. Three important bequests have come to the society: from 
Mrs. Kittie E. V. Hollister, of Madison, about $10,000; Mrs. Emma 
House, of Reeseville, $500 ; and Dr. R. G. Thwaites, late superintendent 
of the society, $10,000. 

Perhaps the most significant feature of Superintendent Quaife 's report 
is his proposal for the erection of an archives building, to relieve the al- 
ready congested state capitol of its mass of hitherto inaccessible manu- 
scripts, and at the same time give to the newspaper and document de- 
partments of the library a much needed opportunity to spread. The 
report will be published in full in the forthcoming number of the so- 
ciety's Proceedings. 

An interesting old manuscript volume, a letter-press copy book of the 
correspondence of General William T. Sherman during the two years 
prior to the Civil War when he was in charge of the State Military Sem- 
inary of Louisiana, has been presented to the Wisconsin Historical So- 
ciety by W. B. Carter of Lancaster. The gift comes with peculiar ap- 
propriateness at this time, for it is just half a century ago that Sherman 
began his best known exploit, the famous "march to the sea." 

It will be remembered that General Sherman had for some years been 
out of the army service when the Civil War began. He had resigned in 
1853 to take up business as a banker, first in California and later in New 
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York. He appears not to have been entirely successful in his business 
ventures, for in 1859 when he was elected to the presidency of the newly 
established Louisiana seminary, he was engaged in the practice of law in 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

The old letter book, some seven hundred and fifty pages in length, is 
concerned chiefly with the organization and management of the affairs of 
the seminary, but incidentally it throws many interesting side lights upon 
conditions in the South during the two crucial years prior to the out- 
break of the Civil War. 

The Illinois State Historical Library expects in the next few months 
to issue a third volume of the bibliographical series of its Collections on 
the county records of Illinois. The main part of the volume will consist 
of a catalogue of the extant records in each of the Illinois county court 
houses. This will be preceded by an introduction describing in some de- 
tail the various types of records kept, and estimating by principles of 
archive economy, the methods used in making and preserving them. 
Some of the questions considered under this second head are economy of 
record space, preservation of old records from destruction by neglect or 
fire, and the feasibility of centralizing county records in part or whole in 
a central repository. The volume is being prepared by Mr. T. C. Pease 
of the University of Illinois. 

There was produced at Belleville, Illinois, during the week September 
13-19, the "Pageant of St. Clair" under the auspices of the St. Clair 
County Historical Memorial and Improvement Association. The pageant 
was similar in character to the one that was recently produced at St. 
Louis although not carried out on such a large scale. Those that saw it 
thought that it was remarkably well done. The whole week was taken 
up with the celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of Belleville. 

Mr. Otto A. Rothert has brought out A History of Unity Baptist 
Church, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky. It is a pamphlet of fifty-nine 
pages, and is evidently a by-product of his History of Muhlenberg 
County. It follows closely four manuscript minute books, beginning the 
record in 1814. It is published at Louisville, Kentucky, by John P. 
Morton and Company, 1914. 

George W. Cable's Gideon Band, A Tale of the Mississippi contains a 
story that is unfolded entirely on river steamboats. It gives the reader 
a very vivid picture of that life on the river which was once so much a 
part of the Valley's history. 

Persons having any letters, old newspapers, other documents, or per- 
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sonal recollections pertaining to the late Milledge Luke Bonham (colonel 
in the United States army during the Mexican War, member of the 
United States Congress, brigadier in the Confederate army, member of 
the Confederate congress, and governor of South Carolina, 1862-1864) 
will confer a favor by communicating with M. L. Bonham, Jr., Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, who is collecting materials for a bio- 
graphy of Milledge Luke Bonham. 

Miss Elizabeth H. West, archivist of the state library of Texas, spent 
the month of June and part of July in Havana, searching in the Archivo 
Nacional de Cuba for documents bearing upon the colonial and Indian 
trade policy of Spain in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen- 
turies. A number of documents were copied for the state library, the 
Library of Congress, the University of California, and the historical so- 
ciety of Wisconsin. Two letter books of Bernardo de Galvez, 1778-1781, 
are of the most general interest. The one contains letters nos. 1-462 to 
Josef de Galvez, the Spanish secretary of state, the other, letters nos. 1-304 
to the captain general at Havana. Written, as they were, at the time 
when Galvez was governor of Louisiana, these letters throw much light 
upon colonial policy and conditions, as well as upon the expeditions 
which resulted in the capture by the Spanish of the English posts in the 
lower Mississippi Valley, of Mobile, and of Pensacola. 

Contrary to the usual impression, by no means all the important his- 
torical material was transferred from Cuba to Spain before and during 
1896 ; in fact, practically the entire Hacienda archive remains intact in 
the Archivo Nacional; allowing, of course, for losses sustained through 
the insect pests of the tropics and through the confusion resulting from 
the Spanish withdrawal in the first place and the American interven- 
tions in the second. Much material for the study of Spanish-American 
history, notably the slave-trade, remains there as yet practically un- 
touched by American investigators. 

During the summer William E. Dunn, of the University of Texas, se- 
cured from the Archivo General de Indias at Seville some three thousand 
pages of transcripts, copies of which are deposited in the Library of 
Congress, the Texas State Library, and the libraries of the universities of 
Texas and California. Among the subjects covered by the documents 
are the intrusions of the French and English in Texas and New Mexico 
during the eighteenth century, English contraband trade and alleged 
settlements along the gulf coast, complete reports of the San Xavier, San 
Saba, and Nueces River mission enterprises, plans for the opening up of 
communication between Texas and New Mexico, new material on the set- 
tlement of San Fernando de Bexar (San Antonio), and some material on 
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Coahuila. Several interesting maps, of value for the history of Texas, 
were obtained. 

The Second Biennial Report of the Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission contains a calendar of the papers of Mirabeau Bounaparte 
Lamar, prepared by the archivist of the state library, Miss Elizabeth H. 
West. These papers were purchased by the state in 1909 from Lamar's 
daughter, Mrs. Loretta Lamar Calder. They comprise Lamar's unpub- 
lished official, literary, and historical writings; historically, they are of 
most importance for Texas in the years from 1821 to 1841 inclusive ; of 
minor importance for Nicaragua and Costa Rica in 1848 and 1859, the 
period of Lamar's service as minister to those countries. 



